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Abstract 
Eighty barrows and 80 gilts were fed diets containing four crude protein levels (16, 15, 14, and 13%) from 
approximately 115 lb to a market weight of 230-235 lb. Barrows and gilts were fed separately to 
determine their protein requirements during the finishing period. Performance traits (ADG, ADF, and F/G) 
of barrows and gilts were not significantly affected by increasing the protein content of the diet from 13 to 
16%. However, barrows linearly decreased in fat thickness at the 10th rib as crude protein content in the 
diet was increased. Also, percent muscle increased linearly with increased protein for barrows, but 
increased protein in diets fed gilts did not result in an improvement in carcass leanness, loin eye, or 
percent muscle.; Swine Day, Manhattan, KS, November 19, 1987 
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